
 

 

O LORD,O LORD,O LORD,O LORD,    GIVER OF LIFE GIVER OF LIFE GIVER OF LIFE GIVER OF LIFE     

AND SOURCE OF OUR FREEDOM, AND SOURCE OF OUR FREEDOM, AND SOURCE OF OUR FREEDOM, AND SOURCE OF OUR FREEDOM,     

WE ARE REMINDED BY ST. PETER THAT WE ARE REMINDED BY ST. PETER THAT WE ARE REMINDED BY ST. PETER THAT WE ARE REMINDED BY ST. PETER THAT     

“AS EACH ONE HAS RECEIVED “AS EACH ONE HAS RECEIVED “AS EACH ONE HAS RECEIVED “AS EACH ONE HAS RECEIVED     

A GIFT, USE IT TO SERVE ONE ANOTHER A GIFT, USE IT TO SERVE ONE ANOTHER A GIFT, USE IT TO SERVE ONE ANOTHER A GIFT, USE IT TO SERVE ONE ANOTHER     

AS GOOD STEWARDS AS GOOD STEWARDS AS GOOD STEWARDS AS GOOD STEWARDS     

OF GOD’S VARIED GRACE.”OF GOD’S VARIED GRACE.”OF GOD’S VARIED GRACE.”OF GOD’S VARIED GRACE.”    

BLESS OUR PARISH, BLESS OUR PARISH, BLESS OUR PARISH, BLESS OUR PARISH,     

STRENGTHEN OUR FAITH AND STRENGTHEN OUR FAITH AND STRENGTHEN OUR FAITH AND STRENGTHEN OUR FAITH AND     

GRANT US THE SPIRIT GRANT US THE SPIRIT GRANT US THE SPIRIT GRANT US THE SPIRIT     

OF CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP OF CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP OF CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP OF CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP     

SO WE MAY GIVE GENEROUSLY OF SO WE MAY GIVE GENEROUSLY OF SO WE MAY GIVE GENEROUSLY OF SO WE MAY GIVE GENEROUSLY OF     

OUR TIME, OUR TALENT, OUR TIME, OUR TALENT, OUR TIME, OUR TALENT, OUR TIME, OUR TALENT,     

AND OUR TREASURE AND OUR TREASURE AND OUR TREASURE AND OUR TREASURE     

TO SPREAD YOUR KINGDOM HERE TO SPREAD YOUR KINGDOM HERE TO SPREAD YOUR KINGDOM HERE TO SPREAD YOUR KINGDOM HERE     

AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.    

THIS WE ASK THROUGH THIS WE ASK THROUGH THIS WE ASK THROUGH THIS WE ASK THROUGH     

JESUS CHRIST, YOUR SON, OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST, YOUR SON, OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST, YOUR SON, OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST, YOUR SON, OUR LORD,     

WHO LIVES AND REIGNS WITH YOU WHO LIVES AND REIGNS WITH YOU WHO LIVES AND REIGNS WITH YOU WHO LIVES AND REIGNS WITH YOU     

AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT,     

GOD NOW AND FOREVER. AMEN.GOD NOW AND FOREVER. AMEN.GOD NOW AND FOREVER. AMEN.GOD NOW AND FOREVER. AMEN.    

MARY,MARY,MARY,MARY,        

MOTHER OF THE CHURCH,MOTHER OF THE CHURCH,MOTHER OF THE CHURCH,MOTHER OF THE CHURCH,    

PRAY FOR US.PRAY FOR US.PRAY FOR US.PRAY FOR US.    

SAINT PETERSAINT PETERSAINT PETERSAINT PETER    

PRINCE OF THE APOSTLES,PRINCE OF THE APOSTLES,PRINCE OF THE APOSTLES,PRINCE OF THE APOSTLES,    

PRAY FOR US.PRAY FOR US.PRAY FOR US.PRAY FOR US.    
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“I have come so that they might have life  

and have it more abundantly.”  
John 10:10 

 

How li�le would I have known about the truth of this mo�o happening 

at the Church of St Peter over an intense, unified, and challenging year 

2020-2021. 

The highest sign of the life in abundance was the common life that was 

created between the crew of school and parish workers. 

Common life is not an artifice to make us feel be�er or a form of support 

in difficult moments. It is the flame that helps us look at the Body of 

Christ as a community animated by the Spirit and by the concrete 

participation of all the members in the life of one single body as we 

strive to be at St Peter. Thank you, parents, parishioners, and children 

for your precious support. This unique body and consoling friendship 

brought us a “Life in Abundance.” 

I would like to share with you some words, as I do remember, of our 

dear Archbishop Bernard Hebda on the day of Pentecost celebrating the 

Holy Sacrifice of Mass here at the Church of St. Peter for the 

confirmands on May 23, 2021. It describes be�er the life in abundance we all received and are still receiving. 

“We look to the feast of Pentecost as being the birthday of the Church. Thatʹs how significant is the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Pentecost offers to the Church at large the great gift that Jesus had won for us 

in his death and resurrection.  We look to Pentecost as the birthday of the Church. The Holy Spirit is the giver 

of those gifts and those trusts which we all need to build up the body and blood of Christ.  

I ask of those who are about to be confirmed that they take some time to unwrap the gifts, to discern what it 

might mean for you and indeed for our Church. If you find for example that the Holy Spirit has given you 

the gift of music, come and be a part of your excellent music ministry here at St. Peterʹs. If you find that you 

are able to proclaim Godʹs word, come and be a lector. If you find that you are able to relate to young 

children, come and be a catechist.” 

May this past year and the future to come welcome 

each of us to “unwrap the gifts” by strengthening our 

belonging to the Church and joyfully work in 

communion for the kingdom of God at the Church of 

St Peter, continuing to experience the truth of the 

mo�o we have just contemplated throughout the year 

2020-2021: “I have come so that they might have life 

and have it more abundantly.” John 10:10 

Fr. E�ore Ferrario, FSCB 

Jennifer Greger, Faith Formation Coordinator, 
and the St. Peter Youth Group at the Annual  
Family Rosary Procession from the State Capitol 
to the Cathedral. 



 

 

Making Stewardship a Way of Life 
 

 

Needless to say, a lot has happened since we put out our last 

Stewardship Report! With everything that has happened, 

stewardship at St. Peter has evolved in this last year.  

 

The pandemic has made us change our day to day life and think 

differently about what we do, including reevaluating our priorities. 

Parishioners have given back to the Church in new or additional ways. 

We have been moved by the love and generosity of so many in this 

community. We are a parish community that has come together in 

prayer and service to one another throughout this time.  

 

We have experienced Saint Peter’s words of:  

 

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another  

as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 
 

 

God is good! 
 

While this may be an odd way to begin a report looking 

back on the past year, given all of the challenges and 

obstacles we have faced as a parish, nation, and world, we 

still need to remember that God is good. He has been good 

to us. Even in the midst of a global pandemic, He has 

blessed us with an abundant life. 

 

 

 
 

As a parish community we have lived out that 

abundance in our stewardship of the past 

year.  Over and over again we talk about 

stewardship not as “giving to a need” but rather a 

“need to give”. Our parish community has stepped 

forward demonstrating that need to give 

throughout the year. While each of us has faced 

hardships and 

challenges in our individual 

and family lives throughout 

the pandemic, the need to 

give has never left us. In fact, 

in many ways we have felt 

that call to that need even 

more strongly through this 

time of pandemic. 
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Stewardship of Prayer 
When the Archbishop first asked us to stay home from Mass early in the 

pandemic, our parish quickly began gathering online to pray the rosary 

together regularly. How often has that happened in the past? How often 

have you prayed the rosary together with your entire parish  

community? The need to pray manifested, the need to gather was clear, 

and our parishioners felt that need to give of their prayer. The  

St. Peter community said over 50 rosaries together in the early days of 

the pandemic, praying for the safety of our communities and for  

healing for our world. 
 

The internet also provided new opportuni-

ties for our school families to join together 

in prayer each morning through the end of 

the last school year. With our principal at 

the time, Mrs. Dahlman, broadcasting her 

morning announcements over Facebook, 

parents at home with their children 

joined in praying the school’s morning 

prayer each day. Whether it be reciting the 

Lord’s Prayer, singing the school song, or praying the Memorare with 

their children, the school community was united in prayer together, 

giving of their prayer each morning. 

 

Though we could not gather for Mass, our parish doors were still regularly 

open for the sacrament of reconciliation and for adoration and prayer in our 

church. The people of God at St. Peter’s clearly had a desire to worship God in 

whatever form they could safely and our pastors and parish staff worked hard 

to ensure a multitude of opportunities were available. 

 

And now, praise God, most of us have been able to return to Mass and the  

sacraments to pray together in person. We have a deep need to give of ourselves 

in prayer to God, and continue to find ways to fulfill that need. 
 

STEWARDSHIP IN OUR LIVES 

The spirit of stewardship is alive and strong in our parish. Throughout the last year, at 

times parishioners have been invited to write reflections for the bulletin looking at their 

experiences through a lens of faith. Below are a excerpts from some of those that connect 

to our faithful stewardship. 

 
 

Praying the Rosary with our Priests and other parishioners via Facebook/Zoom felt powerful and made 

me feel connected even when we couldnʹt be together. When we were able to come together for Mass 

again I felt safer at church than anywhere else because of the precautions that everyone connected with 

St Peterʹs was taking. Iʹm grateful to God that I have the opportunity to help welcome others back to 

Mass, I know Iʹm not only serving the parish, but God Himself.  

10/11/20 Bulletin —Susan Brackins—Stewardship of Prayer 
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Stewardship of Time and Talent 
Again, through all of the difficulties of the pandemic year, our community recognized 

the need to give of our time and talent in stewardship of the gift God has given us in 

this parish.  

 

Before we were able to offer Masses in person, a 

group of ministers stepped forward to bring wor-

ship to our community. Our audio/visual team, 

which assisted in broadcasting our Masses over 

the internet, supported the connection of those 

at home with the worship of our community.  

 

Once we were able to gather for Mass, the minis-

try of ushering became an important role and 

many new volunteers came forward in this role 

to assist with cleaning and ensuring proper  

social distancing.  

 

Many more people stepped up this year, offering 

their time and talent in a multitude of ways. We 

had new cantors because we were not able to 

have a choir and volunteers to complete the dai-

ly required cleaning/sanitation of toys in our 

licensed school preschool program. People  saw 

a need and gave. 

 

Throughout the 20-21 school year, we were able 

to continue our in-person youth Faith Formation 

programs, sacramental preparation programs of 

RCIA, RCIC, Confirmation, First Reconciliation 

and First Eucharist and even some of our  

outdoor school athletic programs. 

STEWARDSHIP IN OUR LIVES (CONT.) 

“Politics, according to the Social Doctrine of the Church, is one of the highest forms of charity, because it serves the common 

good.” - Pope Francis, Daily Homily of September 16, 2013. 
 

When Jason Adkins, Executive Director of the Minnesota Catholic Conference, shared the above quote during his talk at our 

parish, I have to admit, my first reaction was to scoff.  Modern American politics feels very far removed from charity and seeking 

the common good these days. 
 

But dwelling on what Pope Francis says, and what Mr. Adkins shared, I am able to see that they are looking toward the idea of 

politics rather than how some may apply it.  And Catholics of good will are called to get involved, forming political practice into 

what the Church envisions it to be: a tool for promoting human dignity and advancing the common good.  It is our responsibility, 

and Mr. Adkins laid out three steps a Catholic should take when engaging in the political sphere: We must form our conscience, 

work to effectively make a difference, and ensure our activity is relational not confrontational.                                       

10/25/20 Bulletin – Josh Hengemuhle - Stewardship of Time  
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Stewardship of Time and Talent 
Our staff has also been good stewards of their time and talent. They have gone 

above what is normally asked of them in so many ways. Our school teachers 

have had to teach to all of our in person 

students, but they have had to adapt 

their lessons to teach to any students 

that needed to learn from home. The 

teachers did this all year long as we 

were able to remain in person for the 

year without any closings. 
 

Our priests and deacons were also called to continue their ministry in a new 

way. The priests would do outdoor home visits and deliver the Eucharist to 

those who were not able to a�end Mass in person. Our office staff and dedicated 

volunteer receptionists would assist in the weekly mailing of parish bulletins 

for those without internet.  

Our parish has tried to continue our 

Adult Faith Formation programming as 

much as possible. The Advent and 

Lenten Days of Recollection were still 

held. Fr. Peter Cameron, O.P. lead some 

beautiful sessions on St. Joseph during 

our Lenten Parish Mission to continue 

the celebration for the year of St. Joseph.  

 

So much time was given during this past 

year, and so much talent shared. Without 

this stewardship of our community, we 

would have had a very different 

experience this past year!  
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Stewardship of Treasure 
We are so grateful that through this time, our parishioners stepped 

forward and continued to give of their treasure. Certainly some 

members of our community needed to give less due to the hardships 

they faced, but a number of other parishioners recognized that reality 

and gave more during this time. Even with a time when we were not 

able to a�end Mass in person, 60% of our parishioners were able to 

maintain their same level of Sunday Giving when comparing 

timeframe of April 2020 through March 2021 with the prior year. 
 

It was not always easy for people to give, particularly when we were 

not able to gather for Mass and pass the collection basket. People 

stepped forward and found new ways to give. Some mailed in their 

donations weekly. More used 

this opportunity to sign up for 

electronic giving.  Our School 

Gala, the school’s largest 

fundraiser, became a virtual 

event since we were not able to 

gather in person. Even though 

we were only able to virtually 

gather as a community, our 

donations online surpassed our 

fundraising goal! Each of these 

represented an extra step 

parishioners needed to take to 

contribute. 
 

The pandemic certainly had the 

potential to cause a financial 

crisis for our parish and create 

long term hardships. Instead, 

our parish came together to be 

good financial stewards and 

support our parish community.  

Annual Sunday Giving Compared to 

Prior Year (April-March) 
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“I CAME THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE LIFE “I CAME THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE LIFE “I CAME THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE LIFE “I CAME THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE LIFE     

AND HAVE IT MORE ABUNDANTLY” AND HAVE IT MORE ABUNDANTLY” AND HAVE IT MORE ABUNDANTLY” AND HAVE IT MORE ABUNDANTLY” JOHN 10:10JOHN 10:10JOHN 10:10JOHN 10:10    

God is good!  

We recognize the goodness of God and the tre-

mendous blessings he has given to our parish 

community. Even in this incredibly challenging 

time, our parish has been cared for by our  

parishioners. We are grateful to each of you for 

reflecting the light of God’s goodness back to the 

community, particularly with your stewardship. 


